THE VICTORIANS AND AFTER
In the boroughs incompetence reigned beside corruption The Report on Municipal Corporations of 1835 reads like a hilanous nightmare With towns rapidly growing (Leeds, for instance, trebled its population between 1801 and 1841), without water, without drainage (sewers were still controlled by an act of Henry VIII, which contemplated only surface drainage), without lighting, paving, or police, with duties divided between vanous ad hoc committees, with rising gieath-rates (eg Glasgow, per 1,000 1821, 28, 18383 38, 1843, 48) there was no exaggeration in Chadwick's comparison of their state to that of "an encamped horde or an undisciplined soldiery" Mr Boffin's dust-heaps had their counterparts in every city, and the Royal Borough of Windsor was found by the inspector "the worst beyond all comparison" From 1835 to X854> under the energy of Chadwick and his aides, England and Scotland were shaken, reproved, dusted and washed Volumes of reports were issued, committees formed, Acts passed The Bentham principles, classification, centralisation, specialisation andinspectabihty, were forcibly introduced in spite of the mgeimnations of vested interests, in the face of the criticisms of Mr Podsnap ("I knew it Centralisation1 No, sir Never with my consent Not English!") and of Toulmin Smith
Further, Benthamism, coupled with Cabinet necessity, led to the reorganisation of the Civil Service in the fifties and sixties, the civil service which had been the squirrel's hoard of Privilege, in which a Grenville could find sinecures for thirty-eight dependants, including two maiden aunts
Finally, the binding together of England and Scotland into a single economic unit was completed by the railways It must be remembered that in 1840, owing to slowness of transport, local markets are on the whole still predominant, that different weights and measures survived in different areas, and in spite of the freedom of trade, trade was still hampered by tradition The railway began to open tip a countryside which had depended on roads, "nationalised" too late to retard steam, on canals, slow and subject to internecine rivalry, and on coast-wise trading vessels The rapid extension of the railway m the forties broke down provmcial-
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